Introduction
Alcoholic patients are often admitted to general hospitals with medical complaints,l,2 but their alcohol dependence is seldom recognised, so the opportunity for treatment is missed. [3] [4] [5] Recognition and treatment of alcohol-dependent patients leads to much cost savings by lessening the use of hospital and emergency services by these patients.6,7 The problem for clinicians has been one of recognition.
Screening for alcoholism has been based on a brief interview or on biochemical markers. Ewine 
Discussion
Unlike previous studies,9-12 the present work validates the CAGE screening questionnaire against standard diagnostic criteria in a large number of randomly selected patients admitted to general hospital wards. In our pilot study9 we examined patients admitted consecutively, rather than those chosen at random, and the sample size was one-tenth that reported here. In Bush and co-workers' sizeable study12 of non-randomly selected patients the criteria for diagnosis were questionable-the criteria were a measure of quantity and frequency of alcohol use, the presence of an "alcoholrelated diagnosis", or the subject's response to (July 20, 1940) 
